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Quotes
2/3/12
 Mavericks vs. Pacers 
Bull Head Coach (
Pacers Head Coach Frank Vogel
“Obviously really excited about the win; a team effort indicative of 25 assists on 37 made buckets. Stellar defense, in particular in the second half, and in that first half, too; they were hitting a lot of tough shots. But to get 14 steals against a team like that, that does not turn the ball over, is indicative of how good we are becoming with our hands. David West really battled Dirk and slowed him down in the second half. We’ve been preaching fourth quarter, shut down mentality, and that was evident tonight. That’s what we want to get to as we continue to grow out identity. And, it’s been a long time since I’ve seen a performance like Paul George put on tonight on both ends of the court. 30 points, 9 boards, 5 assists, 0 turnovers, 5 steals, [and] one heck of a game changing block when they were making a run. It’s been a long time.”
(You can see the confidence in George growing, like he feels like he can take over a game at any point…) – “Yeah, he’s oozing confidence, as is our whole team. But, the kid is just good at pretty much everything. And he’s pure, and he’s refreshing to coach, and he’s just got a pure desire to be great, and it’s showing up on the court.”

(Blocking Terry from behind, and then coming down and hitting the three, shows the completeness that he has for you…) – “He’s got the versatile, complete package and when he puts it together like he did tonight he can be scary good.”

(You got off to a terrific start offensively tonight…) – “We started out the season defending at a high level, and not really executing well offensively and not really sharing it that well offensively. It’s nice to see us pass the ball the way we’re passing it. This team [Dallas], what they did in the playoffs last year, against the Lakers, and against Miami in particular, the way they moved the basketball I thought exhibited championship level passing. And I’ve used them as a model all year on what championship level passing can do you for you – it can win a championship. And I don’t think our team believes that we have a ceiling. I think they believe that the sky is the limit.”
Mavericks Head Coach Rick Carlisle

(On Dirk's performance tonight)

"Every day he's moving better. At some point, this kind of game was going to be a reality. It was great to see because he was doing everything; he was shooting the ball, he was driving the ball, rebounding. Overall, he was very active. Very positive."

(On the team's struggle defending Paul George) "He's a good player. We played a lot of zone tonight and we lost him a few times on the zone. He's a good three-point shooter. He made shots and there were other plays we made mistakes on. He had a big night and they had a lot of other guys who played well, too."

(On the disappointment of losing even though Dirk played well) "This season is rife with ironies. The thing is we've just got to keep moving and we've got to keep working to help each other to get better.

There's going to be some frustration in games like this, but we've just got to keep our eye on the ball and keep concentrating on the fundamentals that are important for us; being solid on defense, not turning the ball over, stepping into shots, being aggressive. As it goes along, we'll get better as a basketball team, but the last two games have been tough."

Mavericks Forward Lamar Odom

(Tough loss but the Pacers are playing really well) – “We didn’t make them work hard enough. Things were too easy for them tonight.”

(Why do you think that was?) – “I don’t know. We’ll have to watch the film and figure it out.”

(It seemed like the ball movement was good for them tonight) – “Way too many open shots. In the NBA you can’t have the guy shoot the ball without being contested and get loose. Even when a guy can’t shoot he’ll make some if he’s wide open.”

(Has it been difficult to find a rhythm with guys in and out of the lineup?) – “Yeah we haven’t had collective energy. We are searching to find synergy and as soon as we find it we’ll be alright. Sometimes you can tell we let too many second chance points when the shot clock is winding down.”

(How are you feeling physically?) - “I’m feeling better physically. I’m pretty close.”

Pacers Guard Paul George

(On his performance tonight) "You got to be excited to play the defending champs. I went out there and really just gave them my all. The way I've been playing, I've grown to a comfort level, I just feel like I can knock down any shot now. My teammates definitely found me, and I was just trying to make plays, rebound, defend, just do all the things I usually do."

(On blocking Jason Terry from behind) "I knew I could have closed out on him, JT is losing a little speed in that Jet, so I knew I was able to catch up to him, and make a play on that. It came down to the other end and A.J. (Price) found me."

(On his recent play) "That's the mindset I've had going into these couple of games. Like I said, I got a comfort level out there. I know what shots I'm going to get, have an understanding of how to create and how to get open. Now it's just shooting and confidence."

(On if the Pacers are a title contender) "We're in the top five in terms of record, and we've played 15 games on the road. That's credit to this group. We're working hard, we're focusing in, paying attention to details. This team still has a lot of room to grow, but I think we're on the right schedule."

