[image: image1.jpg]


Quotes
2/1/12
 Mavericks vs. Thunder 
Bull Head Coach (
Thunder Guard Russell Westbrook
(Talk about your guys’ defensive effort tonight; holding the Mavs to 36% from the field…) – “It started off I think, in the first quarter, they may’ve been shooting about 78% - somewhere around there. Serge [Ibaka] and everybody else did a good job of protecting the paint.”
(That sequence when it was 85-85 and you guys went on a 7-0 run; was that just crunch time?) – “It was just learning from our mistakes the last two or three years of playing together. We’re doing a better job of closing out games. You saw that tonight.”
(Talk about that play where Serge blocked Mahinmi on one end and then Harden hit you for the alley oop on the other…) – “That was a great sequence. James [Harden] supposedly said he saw it the whole way. So, it was a great job by Serge, and James made a great pass.”
(Talk about the resiliency of this team and bouncing back after the Clipper loss…) – “Great job, man. Everybody did a great job of coming out and doing their roles. And as you can see Serge, K.D. [Durant], James, [and] down the line everybody did a good job. Reggie [Jackson] came in and was aggressive. It was just a great team win for us.”
Thunder Forward Kevin Durant
(Coach Brooks said you guys had some inspired conversations this morning. It looked like you guys took it to heart out there tonight…) – “Yeah, we did. It was good for us. The leaders of the team spoke up. And having that sense of urgency after a loss, even though it’s just one loss, it shows a lot about our team and how much we want to win and how much we care about the game. So, it showed on the court tonight. First quarter was not as good as we wanted it to be, but we came out the rest of the game and played unbelievable defense.”
(Why after one loss was there a need for you guys to talk?) – “Because the way we played that day; we didn’t play hard, we didn’t play together, and that’s not us. We can live if we play Thunder basketball and the other team is just flat out better than us, and play better than us that night, but that wasn’t us last game.”
(What was said at half time; you guys held them to 3-19 in the third quarter…) –“We fought back in that second quarter, so coach didn’t yell at us too much. But, he just said we’ve got to pick it up a little bit more, play with a little bit more sense of urgency on the defensive end, he got on me about rebounding, and we were just able to play as hard as we could and get some stops, and also kind of controlled things on the offensive end.”
Mavericks Guard Vince Carter

(On Dirk Nowitzki) “I think that he has to get his rhythm back, more than anything. I mean he sat out three games, and its hard to get back into game condition. That’s just the way it is. You can run anywhere all you want, when you’re out there playing on the court, it takes some getting used to. He’s getting back into it and you can put the ball in his hands a lot.”

(On how Dallas Matches With The Thunder) “I think we were right there with them with a lot of key guys out tonight, but we played  through it, gave ourselves a chance to win, but we couldn’t pull it out. They’re a very good team and when Westbrook is hitting shots and getting to the basket he’s tough.”

(On the loss) “It’s unfortunate. I think we competed and we gave ourselves an opportunity, but we weren’t hitting shots that we were hitting earlier, that we hit in previous games, which is just unfortunate.”

Mavericks Head Coach Rick Carlisle

“Before we start...I want to apologize to our franchise, Mark, our fans. The incident where the ball got kicked into the stands—that can’t happen. My intent was not to kick it into the stands, I was trying to kick it to the referee, but I’m not a very good kick. But that can’t happen; the officials made the right call on that one. That’s a regrettable situation.”

(Were you frustrated with the calls at that point?)

“Well, that’s obvious. But look, we weren’t playing well either. When you’re not playing well a lot of things get magnified. The ball wasn’t going in the basket, there were some other things we needed to do better. They were playing pretty well, and they were getting to the rim on us; that caused a lot of problems. The free throw disparity was huge, but the number of makes versus makes wasn’t that far apart. It was just a tough night for us.”

(Is Dirk struggling?)

“I can’t speak to his physical situation, as to how he’s feeling right now during the game, but it took time last year when he came back. It took a significant period of time for him to get his rhythm and those kinds of things. He’s working through some stuff still, and that’s where it is.”

(Was Ibaka’s performance disruptive?)

“It was very disruptive. The blocks he had in the second quarter, I thought, were really the difference in the game if you look at the big picture. We had a really good first quarter, and then the differential of points in the second quarter was really because of that. We were at the rim two or three times ready to lay it in, and he made great plays.”

Thunder Coach Scott Brooks
(On the defensive performance tonight) “Well, take away the first quarter, and we played some of our best defense of the year. We really got after the ball, we fought through screens, we contested their shots, and we rebounded the basketball. We couldn’t ask for a better effort and execution. They’re without a few players, and we understand that, but their team stepped up and played well, their guys that were in for the guys that did not play.”

(On Ibaka tonight) “He’s been playing great defensive basketball, I’d say, eight of the last nine games. He’s good when he’s really aggressive around the basket. People are looking for him and that’s what we need out of him. We had some good conversations as a team this morning, and everybody responded and really played inspired on the defensive end. We are a defensive team. We have to be able to stay that way and score off our defense. Serge was amazing. Perkins was good. Nick came in and did his job. Kevin, when he played big at the four spot, he did his job, and our bigs were really terrific tonight.”

(Were you happy with the transition game tonight?) “Well the biggest thing I was happy about was keeping Dirk under 30 points. That’s like a major chore for us, and the way he has taken us apart, I give our guys a lot of credit. He’s one of the toughest players to guard in this league and they did a great job of making him take tough shots and making him miss. Everyone’s effort was good. Offensively moving the ball was really good. We missed some open shots in the later part of the fourth quarter, but those were good shots and I believe in those shots, and guys have to continue to take those shots.”


(Did you do something different with Dirk tonight or better?) “No, he just missed some shots. We finally found out that he was human. He missed some shots but he’s a special player. He scores in so many different ways and gets to the free throw line, in the past a lot against us, and we did a pretty good job of staying down on his pump fakes. We have to do it again. He comes back and does it every game and he just had a bad game.”

