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Quotes
1/29/12
Spurs at Mavericks
 Spurs Head Coach Gregg Popovich

(Can you talk about that 4th quarter run you guys made on the Mavericks?) – “Well, we made shots. You don’t see that very often, but we were just on fire shooting threes and it got us back in the game. It’s as simple as that. I thought the energy defensively was great; we double-teamed everywhere. I thought that the group that was on the court did a great job in that sense, and got a lot of stops. And we combined it with making threes and it got us back in the game.”

(You were able to keep that going by keeping Parker and Duncan on the bench…) – “Well, they were playing great. There’s no sense in taking them off the court.”

(What effect do you think Duncan being on the bench had on the outcome of the game?) – “I have no idea.”

(How disappointing is it to come all the way back, have a chance to pull it out, and then see it slip away?) – “It’s disappointing. I don’t know what you want me to do. Do you want me to cry? Or, I don’t know what you want me to do. How disappointing? Very disappointing, is that O.K.? It’s disappointing.”

(Were you kind of proud of how James Anderson performed tonight?) – “I thought the entire second group came out and did a great job.”

(At one point you had a run of 26-4; talk a little bit more about how you defended and what was going right on defense at that point?) – “Well, we double-teamed. And they missed shots during that period, also. It takes a combination of things, but they didn’t make shots, we got some turnovers, we got very aggressive defensively, and were able to make shots at the other end. So, it worked for us tonight.”

(Once the game did go into overtime what was your plan of attack at that point?) – “The same.”

(How do you feel like this team stacks up against the championship Spurs teams?) – “I don’t compare teams.”

(How’d you see the disallowed basket at the end of regulation – did you think it was good?) – “Does it matter? They called it ‘no good’. It’s no good.”

(Do you feel like this team is a championship team?) – “We’ll see.”
Mavericks Head Coach Rick Carlisle

(On Terry’s performance and leadership)

“Terry was great. The shot at the end of regulation: we were in transition, had a timeout and decided not to take it, and he hit a terrific shot. The overtime was an up and down deal. Terry was great; Dirk’s obviously going to take some time to get his rhythm back, but I thought he moved well. A lot of guys did a lot of good things. And then we had lapses; that’s where we’ve just got to keep working. I love that we came from 9 down in the 4th. It’s a tough position to be in, but the guys fought and got it tied. Then in overtime we were able to get out of here. We’re fortunate, but we earned it.”

(Emotions after a game like this?)

“I’m ready to get to Phoenix and move on to the next one. The one thing that I’m not going to allow to happen is to have our team feel bad about a loss. I’ve been around too long, our guys have been around to long—wins are hard to get. But give San Antonio a lot of credit. They shut down all their starters, and their second-unit guys scored 8 out of 9 times in the 4th quarter. That’s great execution by them, and we’ve got to be better defensively. It’s basically that simple. It’s a wacky year, and there are a lot of things going on with crazy scores and leads and deficits disappearing. You’ve got to be ready for anything. We’re fortunate, but it’s a good win.”

(On Dirk’s performance)

“He rebounded well. He moved around the court well, I thought, offensively. He’s a major factor in the game when he’s out there, even if he’s not shooting or even touching the ball. It was important to have him out there. A lot of guys played significant runs and minutes tonight. You don’t want to go into overtime, if you can avoid it, when you’ve got a back to back. But if that’s what it takes to win the game, that’s what you’ve got to do.”
Spurs Guard Gary Neal
(Did you feel the shot was off in time at the end of regulation?) “ Yeah, I think we were up four with a minute to go, and we had two possessions we could have used to score it. We could have had a little breathing room but we were unable to capitalize on that, and on the contrary, they were able to make shots and forced it into overtime.”

(Did the overtime have the feel of a playoff game?) “It was an intense game. We were on the road, and those are the kind of situations you want to be in on the road, you want to give yourself a chance to win. For the most part we did that. We got a shot at the end that could have won the game, so it’s a learning experience. You get in a couple of these and hopefully you start to pull some out.”

(When did you realize that Pop was riding the bench through the end of the game?) “I don’t know the exact score when we went in the game, but we started to make a few shots, and the lead started to shrink and the momentum started picking up, so we figured it would be us down the stretch. It’s unfortunate to lose but I’m glad guys reacted the way they did. James hasn’t played a lot all season, and he came in and was a key contributor in the fourth quarter, so that’s good.”

Spurs Guard Danny Green

(Did you think your shot was good at the buzzer?) “I thought it was good, but I guess it was too good to be true.”

(Talk about the bench triggering the comeback) “We came to bring a lot of energy. That’s what our job is night in and night out. Luckily we got a rhythm. Guys started hitting some shots, we started getting some stops defensively, we changed up the defense and threw different things at them, and we started getting some stops and were able to get us to run a little bit on offense. We made some shots and made a comeback and the next thing you knew, we were up or right there in the game.”

(How bad does this one hurt?) “It’s always tough. Any loss is tough. We’re all competitors and we want to win the game, especially when we fight so hard to get back and be up. And you go into overtime and lose by that much when we know we had so many opportunities to close it out. It was a tough one.

Mavs guard Jason Terry
“What a great game. It seemed like we’d play all night, but somehow we put this team away.  We really got after it and maintained. These are the type of games that we have to win to be the basketball team we want to be. Early on in the season we lost our fair share of close ball games and it looked like it was headed that way for a second there, but we stuck with it, we persevered and we got the W.”

(Talk about Dirk’s game tonight?) – “Well we knew it was his first game back and he struggled just a little bit out there. He just needs to keep playing and he’ll get right back at it tomorrow night. He’s had his rest and he’ll ready to go.”

(You seem to really want the ball when the game is on the line) – “It’s just the will to win when the game is on the line. I like to take the shot when the game is on the line. It’s what I like to do is take the shot and hopefully make the shot. When my team needs me the most I’m going to come through regardless of what’s going on the entire night, fourth quarter is winning time.”

(Are you surprised that Coach Popp stuck with his bench players in the 4th quarter and OT?) – “Popp is such a strategist and you never know what’s going through his mind, but it was a situation where he knows he’ll depend on those guys later on in the season so it was a great learning lesson for them. They were down 20 so they had nothing lose so lets ride these guys and see what they can do.  They played with great energy, give them a lot of credit but I’m glad we got the win.”

“It was great for Roddy Beaubois to be in the situation he was in tonight, a playoff type atmosphere, so those are experiences your only going to get in a game and not in practice so he’ll learn and grow from it and if we can put everything together we’re going to be a great ball club by the end of the season.”

