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Postgame Quotes
Mavs vs. Lakers
2/24/2010
Quotes
Mavericks Head Coach Rick Carlisle
“It reinforces what we are doing. It reinforces the idea of hard play, commitment to defense. Again, we hold a good team under 100 which is a good thing. We have the ability to score. Tonight, we’re without Butler and that’s a big loss. I thought the key guy in the game was probably Stevenson with the way he started the game for us. He gave us great defense on Bryant. Anytime he was in there, he held his position strong. He played within what we were doing. It’s a great win. Too much will be made of it probably but we just continue to build on things. We’ve got to keep working to get better.”
“They played last night. We wanted to make it a higher possession game than they like. The way to do that is to get stops and get the ball in Kidd’s hands and get him running. We had a significant number, 23 fast break points is a lot against them. They do a good job of getting back. Usually they are taking good shots and getting chances to get the ball back. I thought we pushed it well. We had a lot of guys contribute. Dirk and JET delivered big time with 30-point nights. And that’s what you need especially when you are down a guy like Butler.”

(on Haywood) “He’s big and long. He’s been giving us great minutes. It’s a different dynamic because I don’t think he’s ever played with a pass-first guard like Jason. He’s getting a few more opportunities per minute that he had in Washington probably. That provides motivation for him to run. It energizes him defensively. He’s been terrific. We’re going to need him to play like this every night.”

(on Butler not playing) “We were disappointed. Look, he’s one of the best players. I didn’t find out till late. It was disappointing but he’s going to be OK. The hope is that he’s going to be OK for Friday.”

(on team not using Butler’s absence as an excuse) “At this point, everybody has got people dinged up. We have Damp out. We’re not getting any sympathy cards from San Antonio or Houston. It’s a competitive business and injuries are part of it. Guys have to step up. The Eddie Najera’s of the world are really important right now. Barea, Roddy, DeShawn being able to step in. Anytime those guys can come in and give us good minutes, it builds our energy.”
Lakers Coach Phil Jackson
(What was the difference down the stretch?) “Free throws, offensive rebounds, those were things that statistically you could say that. We outshot them from the field but I thought we made some tactical errors to start the fourth quarter that set us on edge. Three turnovers on the first three possessions says it all right there. They hit the shot at the end of the third that gave them a little momentum boost.”

(What did you see from Kobe tonight) “I thought he got other guys involved. He was probably a little fatigued and tried to help other guys get going.”

(On what happened after hot start for his big men) “Well we had some turnovers going inside. Andrew had five turnovers on his own. He got called for that walk when he got tripped at the end of the game, which is one of those kinds of calls we were talking about. Those little things like that changed our confidence from going inside, so you’ve got to give some credit to Dallas.”

(Were you disappointed on allowing Terry’s big game?) We were very disappointed. He has not been shooting the ball well this year, and we let him get going right off the bat.”

(On if the trade with Washington made Dallas better) “Well it makes them bigger. They’re a little more physical. I thought Haywood played really well tonight as well as being aggressive, attacking the boards and doing some things that were good. And Stevenson held his own out there.”

Mavericks Guard Jason Kidd
On the game… “We were battling out there. Nobody wanted to lose tonight. We wanted to come out and play our ‘A’ game. We have been playing pretty good defense with the new guys these five games and tonight was another example where our shots weren’t going down, but we relied on our defense and we got some stops. Then we made some big shots down the stretch.”

On never being able to pull away… “They are a championship team and you always felt like when we were on that run and you looked up and we were just up one or up three and it felt like we were up nine or 10. They kept it close and they are a very good team and we just hung in there even when we got down. When we kind of went cold there in the second, guys weren’t making shots on wide open looks, but we felt like the tempo of the game was in our favor. We were getting up and down and getting easy shots and you know Jet (Jason Terry) and Dirk made some big plays for us down at the end.”

On the run to end the first half… “We did go cold there and we were down and then all of the sudden we went on that 10-2 run to end the half on a positive and then we came out after halftime and kept it going. That gave us confidence, but we knew with Kobe in the building, no lead is safe. He always tries his best to bring his team back and we got very fortunate tonight that he missed some shots.” 

Mavericks Guard Jason Terry

On the game… “Well what it was, was that their legs were a little weary. You know in Memphis they played a tough game last night and we took full advantage of that. We kept the tempo in our favor and we kept attacking and we were the aggressor.”

What was clicking for you and Dirk tonight? “I got comfortable early, you know, being aggressive and getting drives to the basket. It has been an adjustment for me, I always like say it is easy coming off the bench since I was Sixth Man of the Year last year, but it has been an adjustment for me again. Darryl Armstrong has been staying on me mentally and keeping me in an attack zone. Tonight I came out early and got in some quick layups and that helped my rhythm tonight.”

On the team chemistry… “The chemistry is good. We started out in training camp pretty good and it just deteriorated throughout the season for whatever reason. Now we make a big trade and guys come in that are hungry. You know, Brendan Haywood, Caron Butler and DeShawn Stevenson, who had an outstanding game on defense, their energy level is up and they want to win and they want a good taste of it. We’ve had it and we are sharing it with them.”

Lakers Forward Ron Artest
(You guys usually win the rebound margin; tonight it went the other way, why do you think?) – “Well, I only had 4 rebounds. We definitely just got to get better. There’s no pointing a finger at any calls or anything like that; that’s [rebounding] where you could have control.”

(Why do you think you lost tonight?) – “They [Dallas] played good tonight. 31 and 30 from two big guys and they played really good. And Dirk was his usually self and Terry came off the bench and played well.”

Lakers Forward Pau Gasol
(You guys normally control rebounding; it was a problem tonight, why do you think?) – “I don’t know. Sometimes it happens that way. Maybe we weren’t going to get the ball with the will necessary. And we should’ve gotten a lot more offensive rebounds, I don’t think we were aggressive enough going to the glass, starting with myself. I should’ve gone more aggressively to the boards because they’re definitely undersized and they only have two or three interior players on the whole squad.”

(They went to the free throw line 10 more times than you guys did. Was that because they were more aggressive or you guys just didn’t get the calls tonight?) – “Probably a little bit of both. Maybe more of one than another. But, still, they did seem like they were more aggressive, especially in the second half. We couldn’t get control of the game and we were just making runs, but never too steady. So, it was unfortunate the way we couldn’t finish the game off and they definitely were more aggressive.”

(Having played last night, was fatigue at all a factor tonight?) – “It’s always a factor, but it’s never an excuse. That’s just the way it is and that’s just the way the NBA schedule is; you’ve got a back-to-back, you’ve got to travel, and you play through it. And we have a veteran enough of a team here that we can play through it and fatigue is never an excuse or a big factor.”

