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Quotes
Mavericks coach Rick Carlisle

(on Monta Ellis) “He does it to everybody. That’s why I’m not that discouraged. He lines you up one-on-one, jumps over you and shoots bombs. That happens, we adjusted, we went and trapped him. Switched defenders on him, trapped pick-and-rolls. He’s just turned into a great offensive players. That’s what you have to say and fortunately we survived it. But he had 30 in the first three quarter last night, too.”
“We ended up with a lot of turnovers. We gave up 20 points off 17 turnovers which is very high for us. I thought that was an issue. Our third quarter was disappointing because I thought we played well in the first half. We’ve been a good third quarter team this year. I don’t know how many turnovers in the third quarter but there were some and there were some that directly led to points. You’ve got to take care of the ball against these guys. They are number one in steals and forced turnovers. They are probably as fast as anybody in converting them into points.”
“We had some tough stretches but down the stretch we were able to get a couple of big stops from rebounds and finish the game off. We needed to get a win so it was good.”

(on Gooden and Najera) “This was an opportunity, with a different of opponent, to get him some early minutes. Allowed us to match Drew up with their bench people who are high energy people. I thought Drew did a terrific job off the bench. He played extremely well in the first half and he was solid in the second. It worked out. Particularly with Damp being unavailable. Felt that getting Eddie out there in the first group was a good opportunity to see what he could get us so it was a short minute situation.”

Golden State Guard Monta Ellis

(On the three charges fouls against him in the third quarter) “It’s over with now. There’s a lot we could have done to win this game. We did everything we could to get back into it, but they just played and made plays at the end and got the win.”

(On if it was bittersweet to have a career high and lose) “It doesn’t really mean anything to me about this being my career game. I just want to win. We’ve lost seven straight now, so I’m not looking at the career high, I’m looking at that we’ve got to find a way to turn it around.”

(When you’re are shooting like that do you want more shots) “Whatever comes just comes. We run our offense, try to execute and just keep playing. That’s what we did, we kept playing. They just made plays at the end and hit shots.”

(Talk about your performance tonight) “It was cool that I would hit shots. They were going down. I would have liked to get the win better. It doesn’t matter what I did individually, we lost. That’s what matters to me. The only thing I’m thinking about is trying to find a way that we can get this monkey off our back.”

Mavericks Forward Shawn Marion

On his hot start…

“The team was pulling for me and rooting for me. That was making the game that much easier. Guys were moving out there and things were rolling.”

On snapping the three-game losing streak…

“Anytime they can come, you know, anyway you can get it, a W is good. At the same time there is going to be some ups and downs and it is just a matter of coming together and sticking together as a team. That is about it. We have to keep focused on what our ultimate goal is.”

Can you pinpoint what needs to be corrected…

“It is exactly what you just said, the changes keep evolving. You know it is like, you can sit here and say we did this bad this game, but then turn around and say that was better, but now this is bad. At the same time, we just have to ask for consistency out there. That is all it boils down to. As far as making adjustments or changing things, that is not my decision to make. I am going to go out there and play hard and I can’t control anything else. 

On his role on the team, would you like to be more of a scorer…

“I don’t know. I am just playing ball. So, that is not my decision to make. Definitely I would want to, but it is not up to me. I do not know what the scenario is. Right now, I am just doing what the coaches are telling me to do and doing it the best that I can.”

Warriors Head Coach Don Nelson

On Monta Ellis…

“That was a remarkable performance by Monta. He didn’t have a great supporting cast, but he fought and kept us in the game and gave us a chance to win. I think everybody picked it up. We got a little smell that maybe there was a win there and he really played well. I thought (Devean) George did a real nice job defensively. We gave up a couple of baskets at the end that Dirk made, but I thought they were tough shots and you know, we got back in the game. So, we had a chance, so I thought the guys did pretty well.”

On Monta Ellis having a hard time getting the ball late…

“Oh, always, ya. They hit us in the open court. I was a little disappointed that we weren’t more aggressive, you know, once he got the ball out of what we call a hit. We didn’t drive it to the paint and make a play. But, everybody doesn’t have the same ability, so I am not sure if we had the skill level to do that. That is the answer to that though. Change it one time, drive it, make a play. It’s pretty simple stuff.”

On defending Dirk late…

“Well I thought George had a chance to play him. He’s played him in practice you know, for a long time and you need to make it as tough as you can on the guy. The guy is a great, great player. We gave support and we double teamed him occasionally in certain areas of the floor. We did a good job in support and you know, he was very willing to move the ball to get it out of double teams. For the most part, I think we played a good solid second half, not necessarily the first half.”

On Ellis’ three charges…

“Oh, three of those. Come on. Give me a break. What a great performance he was having. I’m not saying he doesn’t charge once in a while. But, three in a row, you know, it is impossible for a star player and he is a star player.” 

