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Postgame Quotes
Mavs vs. Blazers
1/30/2010
Quotes
Mavericks coach Rick Carlisle

(on Andre Miller) “He got going early. We had some blown coverages that enabled him to get open. Guys in this league, when the get in a groove, can have special nights like that. We tried a lot of different guys on him. We had Shawn Marion guard him for a lot of the fourth and overtime, he backed up and hit a 3 on him. He played a phenomenal game. On nights like tonight, guys like him get the rolls. A lot of those hung on the rim and went in so, you have to give him his due. It was a phenomenal effort. We obviously didn’t do a good job on him.”
(on game coming down to last shot by Nowitzki) “You’re going to have nights when it comes down to the last shot and you don’t make it. But the question you’ve got to ask is, ‘Is that the play to reflect on or is it a total of a lot of other things going on that put you in that position?’. In my view, it’s a lot of other things going on. A poor start to the game defensively, really only one good defensive quarter. Fifty-nine points given up in the second half before overtime. We got very soft defensively as a team. We were a tough-minded team the first quarter of the year and it’s gone by the wayside. It’s an attitude adjustment we’re going to have to make to get it back and right now we aren’t there.”

(on defense) “I think as coaches, we have to facilitate it through film sessions, practices where we can have quality practices, tomorrow is not one of those days. If our team is able to go it for a 25 to 30 game period to start the season, there’s no reason it can’t become a priority again. They have to make it a priority. I can talk about it being a priority all I want, but it’s a two-way street. We’ve got to have the effort and the commitment. You can’t let teams hang around at home, you can’t turn it into a shot-making contest. We can’t be adrenaline junkies and take it down to the last possession every night. We should be a better basketball team than that. If this is continuing to happen, maybe we aren’t. The tough-mindedness we exhibited the first portion of the season, I happen to believe is still there. I don’t believe it was Fool’s Gold. We put the work in training camp. The team was energized by defense. Repeatedly, on night’s we weren’t shooting it well, we were hanging around and finding ways to win.”
Trail Blazers Point Guard Andre Miller

“I’ve had a few heated nights in my career, but I think this was one of those nights where I just didn’t stop shooting. The other nights when I was hot I stopped myself from shooting the ball.”

(How important was it to establish that from the start?) – “Well, the shots were there early. My first shot went off the other side of the backboard. The shots I’ve been taking have been ‘gimme’ shots but they haven’t been going in so I just buckled down and just stayed aggressive and just stuck with the shot.”

(Did you feel like you had to pick up some of the scoring burden with Roy out tonight?) – “I didn’t look at it as that. I just wanted to stay aggressive. I didn’t look at it as scoring the ball, but just going out and making plays and being the point guard. The shots game and I since they were going in I was just going to keep shooting.”

(Were you surprised you could continue to get to the basket like that tonight?) – “Well, that’s what I’ve been doing my career - just out there taking my mid-range shots. Being aggressive, getting to the free throw line, making plays, and tonight was the night where I just kept doing it, I just didn’t settle.” 

Portland Head Coach Nate McMillan

“We talked about the little things, we’ve been talking about making plays to win the game making your breaks, and tonight we did that. We made the shots when we had them. We got the stops when we needed them, and we won the toughest game out of the last five games. Back-to-back game in Dallas, tough team, we’re struggling to go into overtime. It’s just a credit to these guys for continuing to believe. We were close in a lot of these games, but we needed to make it happen, make the plays and we did tonight.”

(On Andre Miller’s performance) “Andre was great. He looked like he had his legs. I felt like in the last couple of games he looked a little fatigued and tired, and we had to go other places. Tonight we put him down in the post. We felt like we could get that matchup. Right off the bat, right from the start, he established a score for us a go-to guy. I thought he and LaMarcus, and the whole team – it wasn’t just one or two guys – stepped up tonight. But he and LaMarcus established that we had some guys we could go to tonight.”

