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Postgame Quotes
Mavs vs. Grizzlies
12/26/2009
Quotes
Grizzlies coach Lionel Hollins
(on Dallas’ defense) “Well, they did a nice job of doubling the post and not letting us just play on the post. We had to play a lot on the perimeter and we didn’t make a lot of long shots. And then we were aggressive attacking.”
“They are a tough offensive team. To hold them the way we held them, in their place, that was exciting. They last time we came in, I think they had about 125 points. They are a good team and we battled. We lost our poise for a minute in the third quarter. In the fourth quarter, we had a little bit of foul trouble and we went small. That helped us, we got all the way back in the game and then we made a couple of turnovers. There was the one on the fast break, I think we were down three. Just little things.”

Grizzlies center Marc Gasol

“We just got away from what has been working for us. We didn’t move the ball well. We didn’t play a good game and we were right there at the very end”

(on adjusting to Randolph) “You’ve got to do that when a guy has 21 in the first half. Things were not working for them and they tried to do something different to stop Zach. And we didn’t see way around that solution. The plays were there but we didn’t move the ball well.”
(on what you learn from a game like this) “We have had a lot of games that we have won at the end and we’ve been a lot better. But on the road, it’s a lot tougher, you have to be mentally tougher especially after we have been away from each other for a day which is not much but is not the usual. We just come back on the 28th against the Wizards.”

Grizzlies forward Zach Randolph

“They started double-teaming me. I tried to move up and get back in the post position but I hit the double-team.”
(on letting the lead get away in the third quarter) “We stopped doing what we were doing to give us the lead. The game plan was to attack the basket more. It’s real frustrating. We played a tough game, we just needed to make smarter plays, move the ball a little more and play a little more together at the end and we would have been ok.”

Mavs Head Coach Rick Carlisle

(on Zach Randolph’s play) It was just all out double team on him when he caught the ball. We had hoped not to do that because of the rebounding ability; it makes it very hard to defensive rebound when you’re in rotation and they [Memphis] had 20 offensive rebounds, so that’s one of the reasons why. We just had to do it; he’s too effective down there. It worked out and our guys did a good job with it. He’s playing at some high level right now.

(on keeping Jason Terry in after missed shots) It’s a 100-game season, so if he misses a couple of shots, big deal. The important thing is that he keeps approaching it in the same way. We keep working to get him open. He’s one of the best shooters I’ve ever seen and I’ve been around this league 25 years. It’s all about approach and the attitude he takes. He’s got to be aggressive.

(Hoping to have players in double figures more often?) We’d love to. Our balance was very good tonight and we had good balance down the stretch as well. Different guys involved, different guys scoring and making plays. Dirk didn’t even score down the stretch. That’s positive and when you get seven or eight guys playing at a high level it makes a big difference.

We knew this was going to be an important game and that it wouldn’t be an easy game for a number of reasons. First of all, they’re an improving team, Randolph has been playing at a stratospheric level, they’re rebounding is a major problem for everyone they’re playing, and I think they had won 10 out of 10 or something coming in. And in just the matchup, we’ve lost three in a row to them going back to last year. You’ve got to get every win that you can. The West is so challenging and we’re very happy to get out of here alive. Now we’ve got to hit the road and go to Denver tomorrow and that’s another tough one. 

Mavs guard Jason Kidd
“Memphis is much improved and we didn’t play well at there place and today they played well and they took us down to the last two minutes of the 4th and we had our hands full.  They’ve got young, talented guys who play hard.”
(Talk about how hot Randolph was in the 1st?) – “Well the big thing is he really got going and we knew coming into the game that he was a hot player and it seemed like he didn’t miss a shot in that first half.  We mad a change at halftime and we were aggressive, we double-teamed him and we wanted to make him a passer and that helped us out in the second half.”
(Is it a concern on all the close games you guys have played this season?) – “It would be a concern if we weren’t winning them, but this is something that needs to change.  I would like to get back to some of the games where we don’t have to play the 4th quarter when you’re up big, but for some reason we have been struggling in the sense that we can’t get that blow out game.  We’ve been grinding a lot of the games out, but the big thing is that we are winning those close games and that can only help you later in the season.  You would like to have some blow outs and home and let some other guys get in there and play.”
